
 
 

 

Ecological Baseline for Western, Central and Southern Africa - 

high seas adjacent to the Abidjan Convention area  

 

The report:   

Summary for Decision-Makers – Ecological Baselines for the Southeast Atlantic: Status of Marine Biodiversity 

and Anthropogenic Pressures in Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction  

Relevance of the report in regard to the BBNJ treaty negotiations:  

The ecological baseline report is a helpful collection of information relevant to support countries’ 

understanding of the functioning, status of and pressures on marine biological diversity in ABNJ. 

Therefore, it can be used to support the definition of appropriate policy objectives and the selection of 

conservation and management measures for conservation and sustainable use.  

Ecological baselines explained: 

An ecological baseline can be understood as an initial description of the status of ecological elements in an 

area (e.g. a site, a region) to provide an understanding of its value and a starting point for future comparisons. 

With additional measurements of the same elements, changes in values over time can be used to identify 

trends in these elements and overall ecosystem health.   

An ecological baseline established on the basis of robust scientific knowledge is an important tool to develop 

informed and sound governance approaches. Such a knowledge base will also be important to build capacity 

and provide the necessary impetus for the transfer of marine technology.  

Report content:  

The report highlights key biological and ecological features of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (ABNJ) and 

highlights key pressures placed upon them by human activities. ABNJ includes the water column (the high 

seas) and the seabed (the Area) outside of territorial waters, including the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). 

It offers information about marine biological diversity and pressures on biodiversity in the Atlantic Ocean in 

ABNJ adjacent to the Abidjan Convention area. It includes: a) areas of special or biological and or geological 

importance;  b) seabed and water column habitats; c) the extraction of marine species including fish; d) 

seabirds; e) physical disturbance to and destruction of the seabed; f) marine pollution; g) underwater energy, 

including noise; h) climate change and j) cumulative pressures. Finally, it contains a summary analysis of the 

findings, such as the status of biodiversity in the region and the pressures on them, and also highlights key 

knowledge gaps. The report provides numerous maps and figures to provide a spatial assessment of the area, 

see the example Figures below.  

Information provided on ecological connectivity between ABNJ and EEZs is relevant for decisions on 

governance approaches and institutional arrangements that could effectively address conservation and 

sustainable use of the ocean. The effect of human activities on ABNJ is particularly critical for a range of 

developing countries where large parts of the population rely on marine resources, not only for revenue, 

but also for food security. 

http://www.prog-ocean.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/STRONG-HS_Ecological-Baselines-Sum_Southeast-Atlantic_EN.pdf
http://www.prog-ocean.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/STRONG-HS_Ecological-Baselines-Sum_Southeast-Atlantic_EN.pdf


 
 

 

 
Figure Megafauna species richness 

Source: OBIS SEAMAP, 2019 

 

Figure 19 Spatial cumulative human impacts 

Source: Halpern et al. (2015) 

Note: Spatial and temporal changes in cumulative human impacts on the world's ocean.  

Data from KBN Ecoinformatics 
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The full report (DOI: 10.2312/iass.2019.061) can be downloaded on the STRONG High Seas project website:  

www.prog-ocean.org/our-work/strong-high-seas/ 
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