
 
 

 
Ecosystem-based management (EBM) 

 

The policy brief:   

Towards Ecosystem-based Management of the Global Ocean: Strengthening Regional Cooperation through a 

New Agreement for the Conservation and Sustainable Us se of Marine Biodiversity in Areas Beyond National 

Jurisdiction.  

Relevance of the report in in regard to the BBNJ treaty negotiations:  

This policy brief explores EBM in the context of the BBNJ negotiations and how its application could be 

secured through provisions in the draft BBNJ treaty text. It is therefore an invitation to States to reflect 

on how to best build national positions on EBM. For instance, it provides food for thought on how the 

cross-cutting components of the BBNJ Agreement could incorporate not only the roles and 

responsibilities of States, existing competent organizations, and a future global decision-making body, 

but also responsibilities for implementation at the regional level. 

Ecosystem-based management explained: 

Ecosystem-based management (EBM) entails the comprehensive and integrated management of human 

activities. EBM should be based on best available (scientific and traditional) knowledge about the ecosystem 

and its dynamics in order to identify and take action that is critical to the health of ecosystems and thereby 

achieve the sustainable use of ecosystem goods and services and maintenance of ecosystem integrity (WWF 

International, 2019). Incorporating temporal and spatial dynamics into EBM is crucial to consider changes in 

the distribution of biodiversity, including seasonal changes and due to climate change. 

Relevance of the policy brief:  

This policy brief explores how integrated EBM in marine areas beyond national jurisdiction (ABNJ) can be 

advanced at the regional level and how the BBNJ Agreement can build on experiences in other legally binding 

agreements to strengthen regional cooperation, coordination and coherence and advance EBM.  

This brief introduces the general context for the United Nations discussions on the new instrument on the 

conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction (the 

BBNJ Agreement). It provides a preliminary assessment of the current draft text for this Agreement, released 

by the President of the Intergovernmental Conference (“President’s draft text”); explores options for 

strengthening the President’s draft text, drawing inspiration from a range of existing instruments; and 

provides a table summarising these options, highlighting examples from existing instruments and how these 

could be elaborated in the BBNJ Agreement. 

In addition, the brief outlines some of the governance challenges and opportunities related to this new 

regulatory framework and addresses how it may strengthen regional cooperation and advance EBM.  

Authors: Gjerde, K. and Wright, G., STRONG High Seas Project, 2019. 

The full report (DOI: 10.2312/iass.2019.061) can be downloaded on the STRONG High Seas project website:  
www.prog-ocean.org/our-work/strong-high-seas/  
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