
 
 

 

Opportunities and Challenges to Improve Legal and Institutional Framework 

 

The report:  

Strengthening Regional Ocean Governance for the High Seas: Opportunities and Challenges to Improve the 

Legal and Institutional Framework of the Southeast Atlantic and Southeast Pacific.   

Relevance of the report: 

The report allows countries to understand the potential of organizations to contribute to the 

conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. By knowing which global and regional organizations 

operate within the region, the subject of their mandate, and existence or lack of legal provisions related 

to the four package elements of the marine biological diversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction 

(BBNJ) treaty and the targets of the Sustainable Development Goal 14 (SDG14), countries can take 

informed decisions on coordination and collaboration mechanisms across sectors to deliver the future 

BBNJ treaty goals. 

Report content:  

This report is a review of the relevant governance frameworks currently in place with implications on 

conservation and sustainable use of high seas biodiversity in the Atlantic region adjacent to the Abidjan 

Convention area. It contains:  

1. A list of the global and regional organizations with a mandate in the West, Central and Southern African 

region, with their respective objectives (e.g. fisheries management, biodiversity conservation and sustainable 

use, mining, shipping, etc). 

2. An analysis of the existing legal provisions within these organizations of the four ‘package elements’ of 

the BBNJ treaty1 and the targets under the SDG14 (Life Below Water)2 related to the four BBNJ treaty package 

elements  

(e.g. ICCAT - a regional fisheries management organization (organization)  with a mandate on fisheries 

management in the Atlantic Ocean has provisions to set area-based management tools (ABMT element of the 

BBNJ treaty) and to conduct Environment Impact Assessments (EIA element of the BBNJ treaty)).  

3. A summary of the key findings and options to strengthen regional governance for the high seas of the 

region.  
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The full report (DOI: 10.2312/iass.2018.025) can be downloaded on the STRONG High Seas project website:  

www.prog-ocean.org/our-work/strong-high-seas/  

                                                           
1 Four package elements: i. Area-based management tools (ABMT), including marine protected areas; ii. Environment Impact Assessment (EIA), iii. Marine 
genetic resources (MGRs), including the sharing of benefits and iv. Capacity building and the transfer of marine technological 
2 Target 14.1 - Marine pollution; Targets 14.2 and 14.5 - Management and Protection of Marine Ecosystems in ABNJ. Target 14.4 - Illegal, Unreported and 
Unregulated (IUU) Fishing 
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