
 
 

 
Regional governance of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (ABNJ) 

 

The report: Regional Ocean Governance of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction: Lessons Learnt and Ways 

Forward 

Relevance of the report in in regard to the BBNJ treaty negotiations:  

This report explores the potential contribution of regional cooperation to the conservation and 

sustainable use of marine biological diversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction (BBNJ). The 

experiences outlined in the report provide a number of useful lessons that can facilitate further 

development of regional initiatives and inform the construction of an effective new international 

instrument that considers the interests of the States of the Abidjan Convention. 

Ocean governance explained: 

Ocean governance includes the processes, agreements, rules, institutions, developed to organise the way in 

which humans use the ocean and its resources1. The high seas are regulated by a suite of governance 

arrangements but lack a global arrangement that regulates the conservation and sustainable use of marine 

biological diversity. A new agreement is being negotiated under the United Nations Convention on the Law 

of the Sea (UNCLOS). The contribution of regional initiatives for the protection of the environment is a 

relevant option of international environmental governance. 

Report content:  

The report: provides a list of main mechanisms for regional cooperation on ocean governance; offers an 

overview of ongoing regional initiatives that govern activities in areas beyond national jurisdictions (ABNJ); 

identifies available tools for regional organisations to initiate the management of ABNJ and presents cases 

studies from different regions. It also outlines lessons learned from these experiences and identifies possible 

ways forward, including in relation to the future legally binding instrument on the conservation and 

sustainable use of marine biological diversity in areas beyond national jurisdictions (the BBNJ treaty). 

States and observers are actively considering the possible role of regional cooperation in this new agreement, 

which may be twofold: first, strong regional governance mechanisms can underpin an ambitious and 

effective international treaty; and second, regional initiatives could play a role in facilitating coordination and 

cooperation between States, institutions and stakeholders.  
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The full report can be downloaded on the STRONG High Seas project website:     

  www.prog-ocean.org/our-work/strong-high-seas/  

                                                           
1 https://www.iucn.org/theme/marine-and-polar/our-work/international-ocean-governance 
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